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Why Open Access theses?

• Often contain unique, cutting-edge research

• Highlight the work of early-career researchers

• They showcase research for a university; can lead • They showcase research for a university; can lead 

to new collaborations; can help recruit Graduates

• Can be accompanied by interesting new datasets, 

models, multimedia, etc

• Openness makes plagiarism easier to detect

• Help new researchers become accustomed to OA



Impact of OA theses

Top 20 most-

downloaded records in 

the UCL institutional 

repository, 2014

11 theses in top 20



Global readership

39,473 downloads since

deposit (April 2010)

Liu, Q.; (2010) Efficiency analysis of container ports and 

terminals. Doctoral thesis, UCL (University College London).

http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/19215

8,352 downloads in last

12 months

55. 24 downloads 



Impact of electronic theses vs print theses

Hill, R.; Moyle, M.; (2010) Investigating the impact of e-theses at DCU. 
http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/19955

Study of thesis usage at Dublin City University, 2009 calendar year

• 518 print thesis consultations (of entire collection of theses)

• 16,212 electronic thesis downloads (of 179 OA theses)



The DART-Europe E-theses Portal

• A discovery service for 

open access, research-

level theses

• Run by UCL (unfunded)• Run by UCL (unfunded)

• Metadata is harvested 

from European 

Universities and 

aggregators

• All theses OA



DART-Europe Portal: content

At 09 September 2015:

• 606,534 theses

• 581 universities, 28 countries 

• Earliest thesis awarded in 1597

• Theses in 47 languages

• Average >200 new theses/day



Bus strength superstructures 







DART-Europe: who benefits?

• Universities and consortia

– Helps to raise visibility

– Easy to submit thesis records

• Thesis authors• Thesis authors

– Added exposure for work

• Researchers

– A single venue for current awareness and discovery

– Open Access means that all DART theses are 
accessible in full text





DART Portal usage: last 12 
months

• 445,523 sessions

• 1,845,312 pageviews

• 191,290 click-throughs to 

full text

Sessions by country

• Most-downloaded (697) -
Vergleichende Untersuchungen zur diagnostischen 
Relevanz von verschiedenen Immunoassay-
Testsystemen zum Nachweis von Anti-dsDNA-
Autoantikörpern beim Systemischen Lupus 
Erythematodes (SLE) des Menschen [Elektronische 
Ressource] / Waka Wassie Aderajew.  2014.

http://www.dart-europe.eu/full.php?id=996775



Next steps

• Can the Serbian libraries contribute more OA 

theses to DART-Europe?  theses to DART-Europe?  

• Can the Serbian libraries promote the DART-

Europe Portal to their researchers?
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Open Science
- an ongoing paradigm shift in the modus operandi of 

research and science impacting the entire scientific 

process

Drivers
• Growing researcher numbers

• Technology opportunities

• Society’s ‘Grand Challenges’

• Digital native researchers

• Increased expectations around  

See EC Science 2.0: Science in Transition: http://scienceintransition.eu/

Characteristics
• Increase in scientific production

• Open research collaborations

• More actors in the process

• Data-intensive science

• Increased expectations around  

integrity and accountability

90% of all the world’s data was

generated in the last 2 years



LERU Roadmap for Research Data

• Overseen by Research 

Data Working Group 

Pablo Achard (University of Geneva)

Paul Ayris (UCL, University College London)Paul Ayris (UCL, University College London)

Serge Fdida (UPMC, Paris)

Stefan Gradmann (University of Leuven)

Wolfram Horstmann (University of Oxford)

Ignasi Labastida (University of Barcelona)

Liz Lyon (University of Bath)

Katrien Maes (LERU)

Susan Reilly (LIBER)

Anja Smit (University of Utrecht)



• Identifies how policy development and leadership are undertaken

Policy and Leadership

• Who undertakes advocacy and what is the message?

Advocacy

• Technical Issues around collection and curation

Selection, Collection, Curation, Description, Citation, Legal Issues

Research Data Infrastructure

• Where is it stored and by whom?

Research Data Infrastructure

• How much does it cost?

Costs

• What skills are required by which communities?

Roles, Responsibilities, Skills

• Who does what?

Recommendations to different stakeholder groups

20http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DNA_orbit_animated.gif



Key Messages

• Each LERU university needs a 
Research Data Management 
Strategy

• Researchers should have 
Research Data Management 
PlansPlans

• LERU universities need to bring 
stakeholders together

• Benefits of ‘open data’ for sharing 
and re-use should be advocated 
and explored

A Box of Useful Knowledge
(Brougham Papers, UCL Library Services)



Open Data

• Open Data allows research data to be shared and re-used

– Avoids costly duplication of research activity

– Provides greater transparency in research activity

– Potential to speed discovery of solutions to societal Grand 
Challenges, such as health care & environmental scienceChallenges, such as health care & environmental science

• Can all research data be open? 

• Certain categories probably cannot

– National security

– Data protection

– Commercial Funder requirements

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Data_stickers.jpg



UCL LIBRARY SERVICES

� LIBER has produced helpful guidance for libraries� LIBER has produced helpful guidance for libraries

� 10 Recommendations on how to get started in RDM

�http://libereurope.eu/blog/2014/07/16/workshop-report-
libraries-and-research-data-management/

� 11 LIBER RDM Case Studies

�http://libereurope.eu/committee/scholarly-research/

23



UCL LIBRARY SERVICES

UCL’s performance 
against LIBER targets

LIBER target

1. Offer RDM support 6. Provide services for storage, discovery

and permanent access

2. Engage in metadata services 7. Apply persistent identifiers to research 2. Engage in metadata services 7. Apply persistent identifiers to research 

data

3. Engage in professional skills 

development

8. Provide an institutional data catalogue

4. Engage in policy development 9. Engage in subject-specific data 

management

5. Create partnerships for 

interoperable infrastructures

10. Offer storage solutions



UCL Research Data Support Officer appointed April 2015



LEARN – LEaders Activating Research Networks

Purpose

- to develop the LERU Roadmap 
for Research Data to build a global 
co-ordinated global e-infrastructure 

Partners
UCL (lead partner)
University of Barcelona
University of Vienna
LIBER
ECLAC – UN Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean

Outputs
• Model Research Data 

Management policy
• Toolkit to support 

implementation
• Executive Briefing in five core 

languages so as to ensure 
wide outreach

Dates
June 2015 – June 2017
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Institutional OA publishing - drivers

• Publishing technology is increasingly 

accessible

• Issues with current models

– rising costs of monographs

– harder for early-career researchers to 

publish

– publisher resistance to site licensing for 

text books

• OA currently has more traction in STEM subjects than in 

monograph-based disciplines

• Global impact of OA for a University is demonstrable



UCL Discovery downloads
Jan 2010-July 2015

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Total

2015 516,951 584,026 60,468 1,161,445

2014 430,828 468,646 436,568 485,947 1,821,9892014 430,828 468,646 436,568 485,947 1,821,989

2013 334,159 343,262 320,162 379,428 1,377,011

2012 213,402 245,836 229,864 349,688 1,038,790

2011 146,748 155,152 107,601 175,464 584,965

2010 117,514 133,024 128,924 146,690 526,152

Lifetime downloads (from Feb 08): 6,996,998



Institutional OA publishing - challenges

• Publishing knowledge 

and expertise

• Scalable, sustainable • Scalable, sustainable 

business model

• Competing with 

established brands



• UCL Press imprint was established in 1990 with 

a commercial publisher; it became dormant

• In 2013 it was re-established by UCL as a • In 2013 it was re-established by UCL as a 

Department of the Library

• Formal launch in June 2015 as the UK’s first 

fully Open Access University Press

• UCL Press publishes books (scholarly 

monographs, textbooks, edited volumes, 

scholarly editions) and journals



Setting up

Publicity and 

communication



Books

• Book Processing Charge of £5,000 - waived for UCL members

• All book proposals are peer-reviewed

• 3 books published to date; 5 more due in Autumn 2015

• Plans for 20-25 books in 2016 and 30-35 in 2017

• Basic versions are free; other formats are charged

o All titles available OA (PDF)

o Print-on-demand and ebook versions chargeable

o Highly-illustrated colour titles printed for stock in hardback 

and paperback; also available in free ‘enriched’ versions



Video Audio Slideshows

Deep zoom Music/podcasts 3D

Currently being developed as an OA web 

platform for all UCL Press books



Journals

Publishing service
• Ingenta Connect platform
• Proposals must be accepted by UCL Press Board

Two journal services offered:

Hosting service

• Available to UCL staff and 
students

• Uses OJS software over UCL 
Discovery

• No charge to editors

• Proposals must be accepted by UCL Press Board
• APCs for non-UCL authors
• 3 titles to date; 10 more proposals under consideration 



Staffing

November 2013

• Publishing Manager

2014

• Managing Editor

20152015

• Marketing and Distribution Editor

• Commissioning Editor

Coming in 2016

• Journals Manager

• Administrative Assistant



Working with...

Freelance

Copy Editors

Proofreaders

Designers

Indexers

Suppliers

Printers

Digital developers

Typesetters

Print on demandIndexers

Services
Distribution and warehousing 

Sales agents

Partners / Platforms

OAPEN

Amazon

Print on demand



Success measures

• OA downloads

• Usage of enhanced editions

• Demand from authors

– Over 100 book proposals received – Over 100 book proposals received 

(80% UCL authors)

– Top subjects: archaeology, 

anthropology, architecture, history

• Sales figures

• Reviews

• Social media activity, e.g. Twitter



Conclusion

• UCL Press is part of UCL’s 

commitment to OA

• It shows UCL taking charge of the 

dissemination of its research

• UCL Press benefits UCL by raising the 

Coming soon...

• UCL Press benefits UCL by raising the 

visibility, accessibility and use of its 

research, for academics, policy-

makers, industry and the public

“...a 21st century approach to the 

dissemination of knowledge and 

wisdom”  
Professor Michael Arthur, Provost and President of UCL



Thank you

Martin MoyleMartin Moyle

m.moyle@ucl.ac.uk

http:/www.ucl.ac.uk/library


